THE  NEW PRINCE.

traditions, was equipped in a few months with a
brand-new paper constitution. It is highly creditable
to the*common-sense of the people, that the machinery
of government has worked so well.

The constituent assembly, having passed the con-
stitution, proceeded to the election of a Prince. The
choice of the deputies fell upon Prince Alexander of
Battenberg, son of Prince Alexander of Hesse, and,
as nephew of the Czar Alexander II., presumably a
person acceptable to the Russian Government. The
first Prince of Bulgaria was, at the time of his elec-
tion, twenty-two years of age, and living in the humble
quarters of a Prussian officer at Potsdam. It is said
that he hesitated at first to accept the doubtful honour
thrust upon him ; but a throne was too tempting to
be refused. He consulted Prince Bismarck, who,
thirteen years earlier, had advised another German
Prince to accept a Balkan throne, and received a reply
that at any rate a reign in Bulgaria would be a u plea-
sant reminiscence." Prince Alexander made a pre-
liminary tour of the European Courts, and, amidst
great enthusiasm took the oath to the constitution at
Trnovo on the gth of July. A week later the Russian
army of occupation evacuated Bulgaria.

The first Prince of Bulgaria is one of the most
romantic figures in the history of our time. His career
borders on the marvellous, his character had some-
thing of the heroic about it. His frank and open
bearing, his social charms, and his military prowess
on behalf of his adopted country on the field of
Slivnitza, endeared him to the cold hearts of a people
which is seldom enthusiastic. He was essentiallv a